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Newsletter 2-2017 

From the English Section of Levende Talen 

 

Editorial 
Dear members, 
 
Welcome to our second Newsletter of 2017. We know that this is the busiest time of the school year 
for most of us, but we hope that you find the time to read this Newsletter and all its news and 
inspiring tips. 
 
We are still in need of new Board members, as you can read in the Chair’s welcome and in our 
repeated call for applicants. Please read the info and join us! 
 
The National Conference of English 2017 in Ede was a huge success! A short retrospective with 
photos will help you reminisce and, while we’re on the topic, the new date for 2019 has already been 
set. Patricia was in Glasgow for her 8th and the IATEFL’s 51st Annual Conference and she gives us a 
short review of the events. There is news about the GNE Awards, starting again in 2018. Shakespeare 
die-hard fans find interesting information on the old bard for secondary schools as well as a summer 
school in Leusden. 
 
For those of you who are interested in CLIL education, the Amsterdam University of applied sciences 
offers courses and in-service training. If you’d like to educate and develop yourself, the Radboud 
Docenten Academie offers part-time courses in respect of ‘Docenten Ontwikkel Teams’ in the 
upcoming college year 2017/2018. You can read all about it in this Newsletter. 
 
Finally, Louise informs our Vedocep members as usual, but also provides a tip in respect of the LLL 
Awards 2017 and extensive reading. 
 
We received interesting tips and suggestions for the summer by some of our members, which are 
always very welcome. So, don’t hesitate and also submit your comments, ideas, announcements, 
articles, reviews, events, etc. for our newsletters this autumn to: secretaris.engels@levendetalen.nl.  
 
Find us also on social media, Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LevendeTalenEngels,Twitter: 
@LT_Engels, on LinkedIn and through our webpage: https://engels.levendetalen.nl  
 
We wish you all a great and very relaxing summer holiday and we hope to meet you at events in 
the new school/college year! 
The board of the English Section / ‘Het Sectiebestuur Engels’, Levende Talen 

mailto:secretaris.engels@levendetalen.nl
https://www.facebook.com/LevendeTalenEngels
https://engels.levendetalen.nl/
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From the Chair 
Dear colleagues, 
 
When you read this Newsletter many of you will eagerly await exam results to learn how well your 
students have done. Summer holidays are approaching fast and lots of work always has to be done 
beforehand. I wish you well with the remainder of this school year. 
 
At the morning session of the General Annual Meeting our new board member Githa Backx 
introduced herself and was appointed. After that she delivered a very interesting presentation of The 
Shakespeare Project she executed with her students. She told us that as a result her students 
performed excellently at their final examination. 
 
News from the board involves a number of vacancies (see also below): our Treasurer Rob Mengerink 
has been promoted to treasurer of the main Board, so we urgently need a new one. Dave Kradolfer, 
our Webmaster has recently left us, so we are looking for someone who would like to maintain our 
website. If any of these vacancies appeal to you, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me by 
email, so I can inform and contact you. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
There is good news for those of you with excellent students who received a very high mark at their 
final exam. This year they will receive a Certificate of Excellence on behalf of the English Section of 
Levende Talen. All you need to do is send an application form Aanvraagformulier oorkonde to 
bureau@levendetalen.nl and the certificate will be sent to the school. 
 
I am happy to announce a new edition of the GNE Awards in 2018, organised by Nuffic. More details 
in this Newsletter and after the summer holidays through the website www.gneawards.nl. 
 
The next ‘Landelijke Studiedag’ of Levende Talen will take place on Friday 3rd November in Utrecht. It 
will offer a wide variety of interesting workshops. New this year is a special website. Please write that 
date in your plan book and I hope many of you will attend. We have our very successful mugs to offer 
to our members again, especially to those of you who missed out at the NCE 2017 because they were 
completely sold out! 
 
Kind regards and I hope you will enjoy reading the Newsletter.  
Willemien den Hollander, w.denhollander@xs4all.nl 
 
 

Wanted: new board members for the English Section! 
The Board of the English Section (currently 6 board members) 
is looking for new colleagues to join. We especially invite teachers of English at primary and at 
secondary education to apply. What are we looking for? 

 One teacher who want to look beyond his/her own school of HAVO/VWO; 
 One primary school teacher who wants to represent this important type of education for the 

English language;  
 One treasurer, who is good and trustworthy in handling our finances (accounts and 

budgets); 
 A Webmaster, who learnt all the ropes of maintaining a professional website; 
 All applicants must be interested in promoting language learning and must be committed to 

their tasks and responsibilities within the Board of the English Section; 
 All applicants should be keen on playing an active part in national developments such as 

new legislation, national discussions and recent research. BE THE FIRST TO KNOW! 
 
Please join us! Send your application, with your cv, by email to our chair Willemien den Hollander 
a.s.a.p.: w.denhollander@xs4all.nl She’ll also be happy to provide you with more information. We 
are all looking forward to welcome you to our Board.  

https://goo.gl/forms/NJAqiPKUH28UhcIf2
mailto:bureau@levendetalen.nl
http://www.gneawards.nl/
mailto:w.denhollander@xs4all.nl
mailto:w.denhollander@xs4all.nl
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NCE 2017 was a huge success!  
The 2017 edition of the National Conference of English in Ede on Friday 17 March last, was a huge 
success. We were fully booked and all attendees enjoyed a varied programme of speakers and 
workshops in different fields of interest within ELT. We hope that many new ideas and lots of 
inspiration is now being used in the classrooms of all teachers who attended, or in plans and ideas 
for the new school year. The photos below show a very small impression of this day.  
At our website www.nationaalcongresengels.nl you can enjoy all the information and more photos of 
this inspiring day.   
 
Save the date in your agendas already! The next conference, the NCE 2019, is on Friday 15 March 
2019. Make sure you don’t miss it. 
 
Betty,  
on behalf of the NCE Organising Committee 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
 

  

http://www.nationaalcongresengels.nl/


 4 

My 8th IATEFL Annual Conference in Glasgow 
The conference in Glasgow had almost 3000 delegates this year and more then 500 workshops, 
divided over almost 4 days. There are always evening events, sightseeing tours, just too much to 
write about in one article. You just have to be there! In one of the next issues of LTM you will read 
Babette Meijer’s first IATEFL experience, but this is my short report. 
 
My usual start of the IATEFL conference is 2 days before the main conference starts. I'm part of the 
Associate welcoming committee, which means when the associates arrive the next morning at the 
Associates day, Sylvia (from Latvia) and I usually help the delegates who are joining us for the first 
time, to find their way around. Later that first night we join the Associates dinner, which is a warm 
welcome for the associates from all over the world. During the dinner, the patron of IATEFL David 
Crystal takes the floor. This time he gave us an assignment with language use as Ogden Nash did in 
his poems. We had to rewrite very humorous 
sentences in Ogden Nash style and we had great 
fun at our table, we were crying tears of joy. 
A poem form Ogden Nash: 

The grackle's voice is less than mellow, 
His heart is black, his eye is yellow, 
He bullies more attractive birds 
With hoodlum deeds and vulgar words, 
And should a human interfere, 
Attacks that human in the rear. 
I cannot help but deem the grackle 
An ornithological debacle. 

 
 
The next day is the Associate day and it is usually filled with loads of information. IATEFL calculated 
that 95,250 teachers around the globe are directly affected by being a member of an Association and 
IATEFL, as the IATEFL president Marjorie Rosenberg revealed during her welcoming talk. She 
emphasised how huge the number of collective voices this implies and the power we can use to 
make necessary changes in the world. 
 
The main conference started on Tuesday 4th April at 8:00 until Friday 7th around 14:30. Every day 
starts with a plenary session and this year seemed to have a theme, which I haven't experienced 
before. The wellbeing of teachers was the subject of the three plenaries I heard. The plenary sessions 
were excellent and seemed to motivate a large audience, which is a rare experience.  These and 
other sessions can be found on the IATEFL website www.iatefl.org and on 
 http://iatefl.britishcouncil.org/2017 together with interviews with front liners in developing the 
English language and other modern ways of teaching. 
 
In my work as a teacher trainer/consultant, I've always talked about the IATEFL conferences. And I 
helped teachers to persuade their managers with a bulletproof plan to make their IATEFL 
participation possible. As I look back, it must be over a hundred teachers now. One of the precious 
moments was that I had a lunch date with one or two teachers from ROC Twente and it turned into a 
lunch with twelve teachers from the ROC. It was so much fun! This year I realised more than before 
how many teachers I've met and motivated to at least once in a lifetime IATEFL experience and its 
Annual Conference! 
 
Next year’s 52nd  conference is in Brighton: 10-13 April 2018, https://conference.iatefl.org/ 
If you want to apply for a scholarship: the deadline is 18 July 2017. 
If you want to be a speaker: the deadline is 7 September 2017, please follow the guidelines: 
https://conference.iatefl.org/downloads/IATEFL_speaker_proposal_guidelines_2018.pdf 
 
Patricia Rose, patrose64@gmail.com  

From left to right: Romualda (Lithuania), Lou (Ireland), Silvija 
(Latvia), Eilidh (Canada) and me. 

http://www.iatefl.org/
http://iatefl.britishcouncil.org/2017
https://conference.iatefl.org/
https://conference.iatefl.org/downloads/IATEFL_speaker_proposal_guidelines_2018.pdf
mailto:patrose64@gmail.com
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News from the British Council 
Just a quick note to let you know that our highlights video of the British Council Conference for 
Teachers 2017 in Utrecht is now online. You can find it on our website and on our Facebook page. 
Photos are also on our Facebook page. 
 
Feel free to share within your networks! #ConferenceforTeachers 
 
Theresa Costello, Theresa.Costello@britishcouncil.nl 
 
 

GNE Awards are back as Nuffic Awards 
Dear teacher and/or coordinator, dear colleague, 

We are happy to announce that the GNE Awards will continue in 2018! After taking a ‘sabbatical’ this 
year and redeveloping the competition, Nuffic will organise the GNE Awards from now on. Nuffic is a 
well-established not-for- profit organisation involved in internationalising education, from primary to 
higher education (www.nuffic.nl). 

The format of the GNE Awards will be the same as before, i.e. a Writing and a Speaking competition 
for 16-20 year olds, even with the same name. Also, much coveted prizes will be available again. 

Nuffic will keep you updated and new information on the 2018 competition will follow shortly after 
the summer holidays. If you have any questions, please contact Lieke Boersma at 
lboersma@nuffic.nl. For information on the previous GNE Awards and helpful teaching ideas and 
resources, please take a look at www.gneawards.nl. 

We fully trust Nuffic to continue with the GNE Awards with as 
much enthusiasm and passion as GNE has run the competition 
for the past 29 years. 

With our very best wishes, on behalf of the Organising 
Committee, 

Ingrid de Beer, chair 
P.S. Start planning for the 2018 GNE Awards!  
 
 

Article: “You still need your brain” 
Rob Mengerink sent us this very interesting article from the New York Times regarding the 
relationship between language and brain. It was written by Daniel T. Willingham, a professor of 
psychology at the University of Virginia and the author, most recently, of “The Reading Mind: A 
Cognitive Approach to Understanding How the Mind Reads.” 
 

 

GRAY MATTER 
You Still Need Your Brain 
BY DANIEL T. WILLINGHAM 
Outsourcing knowledge to Google keeps you from learning things the right way. 

https://nyti.ms/2rAvHlI 

  

https://www.britishcouncil.nl/events/british-council-conference-english-teachers-2017
https://www.facebook.com/BritishCouncilNetherlands/videos/1261057903992637/
mailto:Theresa.Costello@britishcouncil.nl
http://www.nuffic.nl/
mailto:lboersma@nuffic.nl
http://www.gneawards.nl/
http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=pMJKdIFVI6og8d+ofNlzG+dgSaWpv3Il&user_id=3e8fcb7b483d1cfbc1831930adb9300f&email_type=eta&task_id=1495396536645041&regi_id=0
https://nyti.ms/2rAvHlI
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Shakespeare offers for secondary schools 
Dear Teacher, 
 
After the fantastic Shakespeare anniversary in 2016 we are now 
looking ahead and thinking about new exciting projects to keep 
Shakespeare's works in the minds and hearts of young people around the world. In this context, we 
are also reviewing our current online offers for secondary schools and we would like to do this with 
some help from you.  
 
If you could be so kind and participate in our short survey about existing and possible future online 
offers for secondary school teachers, that would give us a much better idea about what works for 
you in the digital realm and what doesn't, and what you would like to see more of.  
 
The survey shouldn't take more than ten minutes to fill in and after completing it, there is also the 
opportunity to enter a prize draw to win a book bundle for your school. If you know any colleagues 
who would also be interested in participating in this survey, please do not hesitate to pass this email 
along to them.  
 
Thank you very much for your time - your feedback is much appreciated and will help us to plan the 
next steps of our digital outreach, so that we can continue to spread the joy of Shakespeare around 
the globe. 
 
With best wishes from Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Lisa Peter 
International Lecturer in Shakespeare Studies 
Copyright © 2017 The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, All rights reserved 

 
+++ 
 
Thanks to our member Christien van Gool for sending this information for this Newsletter. If you 
can’t open the link to the survey, try this link: http://mailchi.mp/6395386dd746/survey-shakespeare-
online-offers-for-secondary-schools?e=984152feaf 
 
 

Summer school on Shakespeare and René Girard 
Some more news for the Shakespeare fans, such as Els Launspach. She sent us the following tip for 
this summer. The (non-profit) International School for Philosophy in Leusden offers a summer school 
on the old bard and the American-French philosopher René Girard. More information (in Dutch) can 
be found on: https://isvw.nl/activiteit/kijk-op-shakespeare/ 
 

 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DD8937T
http://mailchi.mp/6395386dd746/survey-shakespeare-online-offers-for-secondary-schools?e=984152feaf
http://mailchi.mp/6395386dd746/survey-shakespeare-online-offers-for-secondary-schools?e=984152feaf
https://isvw.nl/activiteit/kijk-op-shakespeare/


 7 

Always wanted to work in a bilingual department? 
The Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (Hogeschool van Amsterdam) offers a modular course 
for primary and secondary school teachers who want to move into the realms of CLIL education. If 
you have any colleagues at your schools who are looking for an in-service training, please direct them 
towards this website: 
 
tinyurl.com/bilingual-class (copy/paste or ctrl click this shortened url to take you to the right site) 

 
 
Part-time Refresher Course for English Teacher Development Teams 
In September next the Radboud University in Nijmegen starts with (part-time) refresher courses for 
teacher development teams – or in Dutch: ‘Docent Ontwikkel Teams’ – for teachers of English and 
Dutch. 
 
Extensive information – in Dutch – can be found on the website of the ‘Radboud Docenten 
Academie’: 
Engels: http://www.ru.nl/docentenacademie/nascholing/agenda/vm-vakken/agenda-engels/dot-
engels/ 
Nederlands: http://www.ru.nl/docentenacademie/nascholing/agenda/vm-vakken/agenda-
nederlands/dot-nederlands-17-18-taalkunde/ 

 
 

Language Learner Literature finalists 2017 
Louise uses the extensive reading foundation’s test for research purposes with her students. They 
also have an award for the best literature.  

Every year, the Extensive Reading Foundation recognises the best new works of language learner 
literature in English. From books published in 2016 the ERF judges have selected sixteen titles of 
particular merit–the finalists. From these sixteen, the ERF will select one winner in each of six 
categories taking into account the votes and comments of students and teachers of English 
worldwide. 

All finalist books can be ordered online from the independent Cambridge International Book Centre.  

If you or your students read any of the books and feel that they are worthy of the LLL Award, vote for 
them at http://erfoundation.org/moodle31/course/view.php?id=7. Login with “visitor” for both the 
username and password. Voting closes on June 30, 2017. 

The winning books will be announced online and at the Extensive Reading World Congress, 4-7 
August, Toyo Gakuen University, Tokyo. http://erfoundation.org/erwc4/ The judges’ comments are 
presented with the listing of each finalist book below, in alphabetical order within each category. The 
full list of finalists can be viewed at: http://erfoundation.org/wordpress/awards/lll-award-finalists-
2017/ 
 
 

http://www.hva.nl/faculteit/foo/gedeelde-content/evenementen/cursussen/2017/02/teaching-in-english-the-bilingual-classroom.html
http://www.ru.nl/docentenacademie/nascholing/agenda/vm-vakken/agenda-engels/dot-engels/
http://www.ru.nl/docentenacademie/nascholing/agenda/vm-vakken/agenda-engels/dot-engels/
http://www.ru.nl/docentenacademie/nascholing/agenda/vm-vakken/agenda-nederlands/dot-nederlands-17-18-taalkunde/
http://www.ru.nl/docentenacademie/nascholing/agenda/vm-vakken/agenda-nederlands/dot-nederlands-17-18-taalkunde/
http://www.eflbooks.co.uk/reader_finalists.php
http://erfoundation.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=18
http://erfoundation.org/erwc4/
http://erfoundation.org/wordpress/awards/lll-award-finalists-2017/
http://erfoundation.org/wordpress/awards/lll-award-finalists-2017/
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On Thursday May 18th the Vedocep gathered in Amsterdam for the bi-annual seminar. The view from 
the 9th floor of the Kohnstammhuis in Amsterdam (home of the Faculty of Education of the HvA) was 
spectacular but, unfortunately, the attendees did not have time to enjoy the view as everyone was 
totally focussed on what was happening inside. Two people from 10voordeleraar came to present 
the results of the Aptis test and discuss the future of the test with the experts present in the room. 
 
The results of the discussion were such that the Vedocep has advised 10voordeleraar to continue 
with the pilot of the Aptis test on a national scale next year and to keep the level at B2 of the CEFR. 
 
The discussion of the Aptis test was followed by a relatively brief discussion of the national body of 
knowledge for Pabo students (Kennisbasis Engels op de Pabo). The attendees had all provided input 
for the body of knowledge either via an individual interview or a digital questionnaire. The new body 
of knowledge should therefore have wide support from the Pabo teachers of English. 
 
The new “Peil.Onderwijs” for English in primary education has begun with a consortium comprising 
the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, Cito and Hogeschool van Amsterdam. The last PPON for English dates 
back to 2012. In the past, the speaking (dialogic) ability of the primary pupils was not tested – that is 
about to change with the new Peil.Onderwijs. 
 
May also saw some interesting political developments, namely that the Dutch House of Commons 
has agreed to set up some expert groups to re-develop the primary school curriculum and the 
professional associations (eg Levende Talen) will be involved. 
 
These 3 political developments will all have some effect on English in primary education and, 
therefore, also in the articulation from primary to secondary education. Watch this space – after the 
summer break we’ll let you know how things are developing! 
 
 
Louise Taylor 
l.a.taylor@hva.nl  
https://twitter.com/CLILAmsterdam  
https://www.facebook.com/Vedocep/ 
 

 

 

https://www.10voordeleraar.nl/publicaties?search=Engels&search_documents_course_id=&category_id=&btnSubmit=Zoek+publicatie
https://www.britishcouncil.org/exam/aptis
https://www.10voordeleraar.nl/publicaties?search=Engels&search_documents_course_id=&category_id=&btnSubmit=Zoek+publicatie
https://www.nro.nl/twee-onderzoeken-naar-peilingsonderwijs-van-start/
http://www.cito.nl/~/media/cito_nl/Files/Onderzoek%20en%20wetenschap/ppon/cito_ppon_balans_52.ashx
https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerleden_en_commissies/commissies/ocw/meer
mailto:l.a.taylor@hva.nl
https://twitter.com/CLILAmsterdam
https://www.facebook.com/Vedocep/

